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Brahmin, for a sufficient consideration, took upon himself the sins of the deceased and expiated the same by twenty-one days' seclusion- and by repeating numberless times the gayatri, with various ceremonies. This now appears to be an obsolete rite; at least it seems never to be performed in the part of India known to me. Instead of it, thirty-two lumps of rice and ghee mixed together are taken and thrown into a pit near to which a homam sacrifice is made. This is a singular ceremony and reminds us of Jewish rites as prescribed in the Leviti-cal law. This thought is, however, more prominently suggested by another ceremony that is sometimes performed on this day, a ceremony strongly suggestive of the expiatory rite of the scape-goat. A young bull is dedicated by being stamped with the mark of Vishnu's wheel, or the trident of Siva. By this the sins of the deceased are supposed to be transferred to the animal, and it is set free to wander for ever at its own will, as a sacred animal which it is meritorious to feed and care for. Even if such a bull gets into the fields and eats the growing corn, it must not be driven out. One of these huge pampered creatures may often be seen in the bazaars helping itself in a lordly manner from the grain baskets of the merchants. Sometimes a cow-calf is also devoted, and a kind of marriage is performed between the two. Those who cannot afford to give such. costly offerings will, on this day, give one or two cloths to the Brahmins. This ceremony of dedicating an animal as a sinbearer is also observed amongst such
present need of India. Unless our enlightened countrymen put a stop to the most heinous *crimes, aforesaid, India will never boast of its social reform. Dutiful sons of India, I appeal to you humbly to take up the cause of social reform and especially to the above-said India's need.
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